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hermit enveloped in the soft polyp mass, which apparently yields to allow for the growth of the hermit.

Commensalism occurs in a great variety of animals; but many forms of commensalism may be described as stages in the acquisition of the parasitic habit. See PARASITES ; SYMBIOSIS.

Consult Jordan and Kellogg's Evolution and Animal Life (1907).

Commensurable. Two quantities or numbers are commensurable which are of the same kind, and each of which contains a third quantity or number (unity excepted) a certain number of times without remainder.

Commentary, i. A memoir, such as Caesar's Commentaries on the Gallic War. 2. An expository treatise on a technical subject, such as law. 3. Criticism of a text following the order of the text, as the various Commentaries on the Bible, Shakespeare, etc.

Commerce. See Exports and Imports; Trade.

Commerce, Chambers of. See Chambers of Commerce.

Commerce Court, U. S., a court created by the law of June 18, 1910, to exercise jurisdiction in certain classes of cases arising under the Interstate Commerce Act, which, prior to the creation of the Commerce Court, had fallen in the jurisdiction of the circuit courts. In 1911 opposition to the Court arose in Congress; and it was abolished on Dec. 31, 1913.

Commerce, U. S. Department of, one of the departments of the U. S. Government whose province it is to foster, promote, and develop the foreign and domestic commerce, the mining, manufacturing, shipping, and fishery industries, and the transportation facilities of the United States. It is administered by the Secretary of Commerce, who is a member of the Cabinet.

The Department consists of these bureaus: Census; Civil Aeronautics; Coast and Geodetic Survey; Foreign and Domestic Commerce; Inland Waterways; Marine Inspection and Navigation; Patents; Standards.

Commercial Agency. See Mercantile Agency.

Commercial Agent, an officer stationed at a foreign port to attend to the commercial interests of the country he represents. He may have consular jurisdiction.

Commercial Analysis. See Analysis, Commercial.

Commercial Art. Commercial art or advertising art up to the twentieth century was essentially primitive and dealt largely with

patent medicines and package foods. Since then commercial art has taken advantage of every development in the field of art, printing, photography, and psychology. The greatest advances have been made in the monthly and weekly periodicals rather than in the newspapers. The reason for the neglect of the newspaper is clue to the fact that ordinary newsprint and the rotary press of the daily take solid black tones and delicate half-tones with difficulty. The smooth paper of the better periodicals takes half-tones and colors admirably. Formerly, of course, the color was transferred from paintings. In general, commercial art kept pace with the techniques that the modernist schools introduced. Advertising pictures became suggestive rather than photographically realistic.

With the rise of instantaneous color photography, however, commercial art went back to realism. In recent years, commercial art has turned from the studio of the painter to that of the photographer. In the color advertisement realism is still the mode, but in black and white commercial photography the advertiser has abandoned realism for the new photography with its emphasis on line, light and shade, and architectural values. Indeed, the influence of architecture on commercial art is of paramount importance. It is from architecture that the commercial artist has taken his straight line effects which fit in so well with the modernistic types cm-ployed.

Bibliography: Psychology of Advertising, by W. D. Scott, GebroMcksgraphik, December, 1936; January 1937 (Published in German and English).

Commercial Court. In England since 1895 commercial causes entered in the High Court may be placed in a special list to be dealt with, under a more rapid form of procedure, by a judge assigned for the purpose. This arrangement depends merely on an agreement between the judges of the King's Bench Division.

Commercial Crises. Sec Crises, Economic.

Commercial Education, as defined in the practice of the various schools which offer it in one form or another, includes all instruction designed to fit students for engaging in business. The earlier commercial schools, both in America and in Europe, undertook little more than the preparation of youths for filling clerkships, Since these crude beginnings, commercial education has been